The Cochrane Collaboration and Oral Health: a Brazilian experience
During the three days of the workshop, the participants shared experiences and knowledge and had the opportunity to form various teams and to start preparing systematic reviews. Since this workshop several of the participants have registered Cochrane review titles and currently have four review protocols in the editorial process: Antibacterial agents in composite restorations to prevent dental caries; Interventions for cleaning dentures; Interventions for treating temporomandibular joint osteoarthritis; Interventions for the management of external root resorption, in addition to one completed review; Hand and ultrasonic instrumentation for orthograde root canal treatment of permanent teeth, which will be published in the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews in July 2008.
These meetings in addition to a further workshop, which was held in Ribeirão Preto in February, were the initiative of, and organized by, Prof. Vinicius Pedrazzi in association with Prof. Raphael F. de Souza and Prof. Maximiliano S. Cenci. Additional training workshops including Cochrane protocol development and REVMAN 5 training are planned for the near future.
This group of researchers has also established a Google Group, which is used to share information about their activities, including further events aimed to bring together other interested colleagues and to raise awareness of the work of the Cochrane Oral Health Group throughout Brazil. The new teams created through this workshop are now organizing a local event to disseminate information about the Collaboration. For those interested in further information, please contact brohgcochrane@googlegroups.com for further information.
Free access to the Cochrane Library, which contains the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR) and related materials, is provided to Latin America via: http://cochrane.bvsalud.org/.
